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GREENFIELD

LEARNING TO RIDE

Greenfield Elementary holds bike reveal for kindergarten students

PHOTO BY SKYE MASON
Greenfield Elementary School's physical education teacher Mike Ricupero shows off one of the Strider balance bikes to the

kindergarteners.

By Skye Mason

GREENFIELD, N.Y. » Greenfield Elemen-
tary School recently held a bike reveal
for kindergarten students.

Twenty-four Strider balance bikes [
and helmets were donated to Green-
field Elementary School by the Sara-
toga Shredders organization as part of
the “All-Kids Bike” program. - v X

The bike reveal was presented to -

Greenfield Elementary School’s phys-
ical education teacher Mike Ricupero
by the founder of Saratoga Shredders,
Anna Laloe, as a way to make the kin-
dergarten students excited to learn
how to ride bikes and be able to ride |
bikes as part of their physical educa-
tion classes.

‘When asked how he felt about the
donation of the bikes, Ricupero said,
“I'm super excited. When I was pre-
sented the opportunity to do this here
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PHOTO BY SKYE MASON
Three of the kindergarteners ride some of the new Strider balance bikes donated
to Greenfield Elementary School by the Saratoga Shredders organization as part
of the “All-Kids Bike" program.

BUSINESS

Twitter’s plan
tocharge

for crucial
tool prompts
outcry

By Barbara Ortutay
AP Technology Writer

In the aftermath of the devastating earthquake
in Turkey and Syria, thousands of volunteer soft-
ware developers have been using a crucial Twit-
ter tool to comb the platform for calls for help
— including from people trapped in collapsed
buildings — and connect people with rescue or-
ganizations.

They could lose access as soon as Monday un-
less they pay Twitter a monthly fee of at least
$100 — prohibitive for many volunteers and non-
profits on shoestring budgets.

“That’s not just for rescue efforts which un-
fortunately we’re coming to the end of, but for
logistics planning too as people go to Twitter to
broadcast their needs,” said Sedat Kapanoglu, the
founder of Eksi Sozluk, Turkey’s most popular so-
cial platform, who has been advising some of the
volunteers in their efforts.
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Haley faces ‘high-
wire act’ in 2024
bid against Trump

By Meg Kinnard and Steve Peoples
(Associated Press)

CHARLESTON, S.C.» Few have navigated the tur-
bulent politics of the Trump era like Nikki Haley.

In early 2016, the then-South Carolina gov-
ernor said she was “embarrassed” by candidate
Donald Trump and decried his reluctance to con-
demn white supremacists. Nine months later, she
agreed to join his Cabinet, serving as a key valida-
tor as Trump sought to win over skeptical world
leaders and voters at home.

And shortly after Trump left the White House,
Haley, whose resume by then included an ambas-
sadorship to the United Nations, vowed not to
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Greenfield Elementary School's physical education teacher
Mike Ricupero gets kids excited about the unveiling of 24
Strider balance bikes and helmets.

Bikes

at Greenfield, Anna had
come to me and you could
tell from the get-go that
she had the passion for
riding and with her back-
ground and with her con-
nections through the Sara-
toga Shredders, this was an
opportunity that I couldn’t
really pass up.”

When the Strider bal-
ance bikes were unveiled,
the kindergarteners were
excited to be able to use the
bikes at school during their
P.E. classes.

“I think the kids are ex-

cited,” Ricupero said. “I
think they’re ready to go. I
think it’s perfect.”

“You know, Greenfield
being a Saratoga Springs
school that’s kind of off
the beaten path a little
bit, I think it’s an awe-
some opportunity for us to
be able to expose the kids
to riding bikes, getting out
more, especially with the
pandemic,” he continued.
“Just post-pandemic, just
getting out, riding a bike,
trail riding, there’s a lot of
opportunities here in Sara-
toga and the general com-
munity.

“It’s an opportunity that
‘we want to take advantage
of because we have a lot of

PHOTO BY SKVE MASON

Some of the individuals who made the bike reveal at
Greenfield Elementary School happen.

trail systems, we have op-
portunities like Kalabus
Perry and Gurney Lane
up in Queensbury. This is
an opportunity to scale as
well to the upper grade lev-
els for middle school and
high school. I think start-
ing here at the elemen-
tary level and hopefully,
expanding it to the other
elementary levels is going
to be an awesome experi-
ence.”

‘When asked how a bal-
ance bike works, Ricu-
pero explained, “They
don’t have pedals to start
with, so the kids are going
to go through a nine-les-
son course without ped-
als. And then when they

get the hang of riding and
balancing and being com-
fortable on the bike, then
we’ll install the pedals.
“By the end of lesson
nine, most of the children
are going to be able to get
as comfortable as they can
in nine lessons when rid-
ing a bike with pedals.”
‘When asked how she be-
came a part of the Green-
field Elementary Bike Re-
veal, Laloe said, “I am the
founder of a kids on moun-
tain bikes program called
Saratoga Shredders, we’ve
been a 501c3 nonprofit or-
ganization for the past cou-
ple years and we’ve grow it
to quite a few kids in the
area, but it’s always been a

goal of mine to be able to
have it within the P.E. pro-
gram of a school.

“Mountain biking will
always be a fringe sport,
but if we can have it as part
of a P.E. program, just like
they do soccer, basketball,
and gymnastics, then it re-
moves all those barriers for
kids that don’t necessarily
have access to the sport of
biking.”

When asked what she
thinks the kids think about
the new bikes, Laloe said,
“I think they’re excited. I
don’t think a lot of them
understand the concept
of a balance bike because
it’s initially kind of a Eu-
ropean concept, most kids

PHOTO BY SKYE MASON
Kindergarteners check out the new bikes donated to
Greenfield Elementary School by the Saratoga Shredders
organization as part of the “All-Kids Bike" program.

in the U.S. learn on train-
ing wheels, which is not a
great way to learn how to
ride a bike because it takes
away the balance aspect.
“So if you are taught
how to balance and steer
using a balance bike, then
you put the pedals on, all
you need to do is to learn
the direction that the ped-
als need to move and then
you're off, so you never
need the training wheels.
“The fact that they will
get on bikes, but then in a
couple of weeks, they will
be able to ride with pedals
around the gym and out-
side in their driveways —
they’re gonna love it.”
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Nonprofits, researchers
and others need the tool,
known as the API, or Appli-
cation Developer Interface,
to analyze Twitter data be-
cause the sheer amount of
information makes it im-
possible for a human to go
through by hand.

Kapanoglu says hun-
dreds of “good Samaritans”
have been giving out their
own, premium paid API ac-
cess keys (Twitter already
offered a paid version with
more features) for use in the
rescue efforts. But he says
this isn’t “sustainable or
the right way” to do this. It
might even be against Twit-
ter’s rules.

Monday is the deadline
Twitter set for shutting off
free access to its API, an
added challenge for the
thousands of developers in
Turkey and beyond who are
working around the clock to
harness Twitter’s unique,
open ecosystem for disas-
ter relief.

“For Turkish coders
working with Twitter APT
for disaster monitoring
purposes, this is particu-
larly worrying — and I'd
imagine it is similarly wor-
rying for others around the
world that are using Twit-
ter data to monitor emer-
gencies and politically con-

tested events,” said Akin
Unver, a professor of inter-
national relations at Ozye-
gin University in Istanbul.

The new fees are just the
latest complication for pro-
grammers, academics and
others trying to use the API
— and they say communi-
cating with anyone at the
company has become essen-
tially impossible since Elon
Musk took over.

The API paywall is
Musk’s latest attempt to
squeeze revenue out of Twit-
ter, which is on the hook for
about $1 billion in yearly in-
terest payments from the
billionaire’s acquisition,
completed in October.

It’s not just disaster relief
groups that are concerned.
Academic and non-gov-
ernmental researchers for
years have used Twitter to
study the spread of misin-
formation and hate speech
or research public health or
how people behave online.

Rebekah Tromble, direc-
tor of the Institute for Data,
Democracy, and Politics at
George Washington Univer-
sity, used the Twitter API
to track conversations on
Twitter to see what kinds of
tweets elicited attacks from
trolls — and what got them
to go away — in one study.

“With so little informa-
tion from Twitter about
the practicalities of this
new policy, the specifics of
it, we just don’t know where
to go. We have no way to do

the planning. And for many
of us who are in the field,
running programs, run-
ning projects that have real
world consequences that’s
pretty scary,” she said.

Twitter wasn’t alone
but was unique among so-
cial media companies in
making its API open and
free. TikTok, for instance,
is working on it now but
so far has not released its
API. FacebooK’s is more lim-
ited because the company is
very protective of the data
it collects.

Tromble said social plat-
forms like YouTube, Face-
book, Instagram and oth-
ers are taking steps to in-
crease researcher access
and transparency — largely
due to new European reg-
ulations. Twitter, on the
other hand, is moving in
the opposite direction.

“They’ve gone from first
in class to absolute dead
last,” she said.

It costs money to main-
tain an APL As a private
company, Twitter is free to
charge for its tools. But re-
searchers and developers
say it wouldn’t take much
for Musk to carve out excep-
tions for academic research
and nonprofits.

“No other technology has
changed society as quickly
and as profoundly as so-
cial media. Having access
to the thoughts and emo-
tions of other people world-
wide, that’s a fundamen-

tal change to society,” said
Kristina Lerman, a com-
puter science professor at
the University of Southern
California who studies mis-
information. “And you can’t
understand it without ac-
cess to data, access to ob-
serve.”

Takeshi Kawamoto, a
Japanese software devel-
oper who runs a popular
earthquake alert bot with
more than 3 million follow-
ers, created the account
back in 2007 as a hobby.

There are an incredi-
ble number of such bots on
Twitter — useful, friendly
or quirky accounts set up
by people or group with
a specific interest. There
are weather bots, tools
that combine long Twit-
ter threads into one easy-
to-read file, bots that send
quotes from famous books
or people, bots that remind
you to stand up and stretch
at random intervals during
the day, bots that insert a
little bit of nonsense and
weirdness into your Twit-
ter scrolling.

The earthquake bot
Kawamoto created didn’t
take off until the devastat-
ing 2011 earthquake, tsu-
nami and nuclear disaster
that hit Japan, when peo-
ple turned to it for infor-
mation about quakes and
aftershocks.

Kawamoto was ready to
shut down the bot when
Twitter first announced it

was going to charge for APT
access. Paying $1,200 a year
for an account that is de-
cidedly not making a profit
was not going to be possi-
ble. Last week, Twitter an-
nounced that it would make
a small exception to offer
“write-only” API access for
free to accounts that send
fewer than 1,500 tweets a
month.

This might help, but
Kawamoto says the 1,500
limit will present a prob-
lem after a big earthquake
with a lot of aftershocks. He
would like to ask Musk to
allow accounts to post more
than 1,500 tweets on a pay-
as-you-go basis.

So far, San Francisco-
based Twitter has offered
no other exceptions, al-
though it’s possible that
Musk will see one of the
many tweets from develop-
ers working on earthquake
relief who have been plead-
ing for a solution.

For Mark Sample and his
small army of Twitter bots,
such as one that would send
carefully curated quotes
from Herman Melville’s
“Moby Dick” at random in-
tervals, it’s too late. The
Moby Dick bot, as well as
one that sent out computer
clip art from 1994 and one
called “weird satellite” have
all left Twitter. Some have
moved to Mastodon, the so-
cial platform that some dis-
couraged Twitter users have
been migrating to.

Sample’s bots were part
of “weird Twitter,” a quirky
subculture of Twitter that
peaked in the mid-2010s
and included strange, fun,
nonsensical bots sending
bursts of randomness into
people’s feeds.

“I'm kind of going
through a mourning pro-
cess, kind of grieving,” said
Sample, a professor of digi-
tal studies at Davidson Col-
lege in North Carolina. With
the API “Twitter was doing
something that none of the
other social media plat-
forms did, which is kind of
like having this open play-
ground. I mean, there were
‘ways that people could take
advantage of it and distort
things and use it in malev-
olent ways. But it was also
this terrific playground for
hobbyists and creative peo-
ple. None of the other social
media platforms had that.”

For Sample, the breaking
point was not the API an-
nouncement. It came last
fall when Musk began mass
firing Twitter workers and
going after journalists who
questioned or criticized
him, he said. Building apps
for a platform when some-
one just shut it all down on
a whim, he said, is “not a
good use of our time and
creative energy.”

“I mean, it had a good
run,” he said. “It’s like 15
years or whatever. So it’s a
pretty good run. And maybe
it’s time for something else.”
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step in the way if he ran for
the 2024 Republican presi-
dential nomination. Yet on
‘Wednesday, she is poised to
become the first major Re-
publican candidate to enter
the race against him.

“It’s going to be quite the
high-wire act,” said veteran
Republican strategist Terry
Sullivan. “She says she’s al-
ways been an underdog. She
will be again.”

The 51-year-old Haley
may be the first to take on
Trump, but a half-dozen
or more high-profile Re-
publicans are expected to
join the GOP’s 2024 presi-
dential nomination contest
over the coming months.
Some would-be competitors
may be more popular than
Haley even in South Car-
olina, where she lives and
has established a campaign
headquarters.

Likely rivals include Sen.
Tim Scott, a fellow South

Carolinian and perhaps the
most celebrated elected offi-
cial in a state where Trump
has already locked up en-
dorsements from the gov-
ernor and its senior sena-
tor, Lindsey Graham. Flor-
ida Gov. Ron DeSantis and
former Vice President Mike
Pence could also be formi-
dable foes should they run,
as widely expected.

Indeed, on the eve of
this week’s announcement,
there is broad agreement
that Haley — the only Re-
publican woman of color
expected in the 2024 con-
test, a politician who loves
to remind people that she
has never lost an election
— is about to be tested as
never before.

Trump has stepped up
his attacks on Haley in re-
cent weeks. But allies de-
scribe the former governor,
who is the daughter of In-
dian immigrants, as a savvy
executive uniquely posi-
tioned to lead a new gener-
ation of Republicans. They
understand that the fight
ahead could get ugly.

“She took the bull by
the horns and said, ‘That
doesn’t matter to me, I'm
going to run,” said long-
time supporter Gavin J.
Smith. “She did that when
she ran for governor, and
that’s what you're going to
see when she runs for pres-
ident.”

Perhaps more than any-
one this young presiden-
tial primary season, Haley
personifies the Republi-
can Party’s shifting views
on Trump. Her reversal on
whether to challenge the
former president was based
less on concerns about his
divisive leadership or pol-
icy disagreements than the
growing belief within the
GOP that Trump is losing
political strength.

Haley, like the vast ma-
jority of her party, largely
supported Trump even af-
ter he inspired a violent at-
tack on the U.S. Capitol.
It was not until Trump-
backed candidates across
several key states were de-
feated in last fall’s mid-
term elections that a wave

of high-profile Republicans
began to openly weigh 2024
bids against him.

New York-based Republi-
can donor Eric Levine says
he’s convinced that another

Trump Republican nomina-
tion would lead to his par-
ty’s destruction. Haley, he
said, is among the three fa-
vorite Trump alternatives.
“I think as a woman of
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color and a daughter of le-
gal immigrants from India,
she’d give the Democratic
Party no reason to exist.
All their woke crap goes out
the window,” Levine said.
“I think she’s a spectacular
candidate.”

Haley’s announcement
will take place Wednesday
in Charleston, the historic
coastal city where her cam-
paign will be based. Almost
immediately, she’ll travel to
meet voters in New Hamp-
shire and Towa.

She’s entrusted her cam-
paign to a collection of se-
nior staff led by longtime
aides. Betsy Ankney, who
heads up Haley’s PAC, will
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